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The Narrative 

• The World is Broken 
• God loves Diversity (Genesis 10) 
• Mission Nimrod’s Way 

Genesis 11 – one language, one city, one temple 

 “To accept the new language meant to deny everything that gave 
meaning to their lives – stories, traditions, “the naming of things”, the 
music of words, the sounds of love. To keep their own language, however, 
meant to be a stranger in their own land, to be outside the law, to be 
unable to negotiate and to understand the language of power.” Jose 
Miguez Bonino 

• One language: eliminate difference 
• One city: eliminate danger 
• One temple: eliminate disbursal 

Genesis 12 – Abram: Mission God’s Way 

• Genesis 12:1-3  
o Nimrod sought to make a name for himself (11.4). God 

promised Abram that he would make a name for him 
(12.2).  

o Babel was characterised by the imperative “come”. God 
told Abram to “go.”  

o Babel’s founders “settled” (11.2) (Genesis use of yasab is 
generally negative), Abram was called to an un-settled 
life.  

o Nimrod built one temple, Abram built altars wherever he 
went (12.7-8). 

• To leave his “country and kindred and father’s house” (12.1) 
• Nimrod, through building, sought to mitigate his own need for 

honour and for protection. Abram was called to abandon both. 

The story of Abram is the paradigm of a new people through whom all the 
families of humankind are to experience blessing, not by surrendering 
their ethnic identities but by being embraced within the saving purpose of 
the God who rejoices in the diversity of the creation. Bernard Anderson 
 
Nimrod vs Abram 

Nimrod     Abram 

Big/ virile     Small/ barren 

“Come”     “Go” 

Settled     Never settles 

Conform to one temple  Build altars wherever you go 

Built a city     Left a city 

Bricks     Tents 

Power     Vulnerability 

‘Make a name for ourselves’ Entrusts his honour to God 

Resists fear of being scattered  Embraces fear of unknown 

Disobedience    Obedience 
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Judged     Blessed 

Nations enslaved    Nations blessed  

Canonical Context – Honouring of Language 

• Pentecost (Acts 2), is like Babel all over again. 

 “The sin of Babel was its quest for unity — one interpretation, one 
reading, one people — which was an abandonment of creational diversity 
and plurality in favor of exclusion and violence.” Karl Moller 
 

• “The Babel story, as traditionally interpreted, has been an 
obstacle to developing a theology of pluralism.” Bernard 
Anderson 
 

• Revelation 5:9-10 
 

Jesus Christ 

• Born in a tiny, insignificant place (Bethlehem) not a great city 
• Born vulnerable 
• Like Abram, Jesus is itinerant. Never settles. 
• Does not conform, lives as a “called out one” - integrity 
• Embraces fear and risk and the unknown and danger, 

becomes of no reputation, doesn’t seek a name for himself. 
• God does not save the world by sending someone big and 

impressive like Nimrod but by anointing someone small and 
marginal like Jesus. 

 
Implications for Christian Mission 

There will be Difference, Danger and Disbursal. 

 

 

 


