


Pause and Discuss
Old Testament Narrative

What do you think are some important 
things to bear in mind when we read OT 
narrative passages in the Bible?

1 & 2 Samuel 

The books of Samuel tell the story of Israel’s transition from 
being ruled by Judges to being ruled by kings, particularly 
through telling the stories of the last judge –Samuel - and the 
first two kings – Saul and David – who serve as models of 
kingship according to human ideals and kingship God’s way, 
respectively. 

Even David as a king after God’s heart is flawed, and by the end 
of the books we have seen his reign begin to unravel and we are 
left longing for the better and eternal king who God promised in 
2 Sam. 7. 

“The primary genre of 1 Samuel is hero story. The author did not choose the 
common method of OT historians in giving coverage to a broad span of 
people and events but instead focused primarily on three heroic leaders whose 
stories are elaborated at length: Samuel, Saul, and David… First Samuel is a 
book of personalities, so paying close attention to characterization is 
important. Similarly, the book is rich in universal, recognizable human 
experience, with the result that building bridges between the world of the text 
and one’s own experiences is an inviting approach to the book.

Second Samuel is the prose epic of David, telling the story of a nation led by a 
heroic leader…The literary technique of realism permeates the book as the 
storyteller refuses to ignore either the good or the bad aspects of the 
characters. As with 1 Samuel, the story rings true to human experience. The 
dramatic impulse to present the actual words and dialogues of characters is 
continuous.” (The Gospel Coalition)
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Samuel’s Story

Samuel was born as the son of Elkanah and Hannah, who 
had been barren and cried out to the Lord (see also 
Sarai, Rebekah, Rachel, Manoah in the OT, Elizabeth and 
Mary in the NT). The Lord answered Hannah’s cry and 
she responded by praying a famous prayer (1 Sam 2:1-10) 
that introduces some key theological themes of 1&2 
Samuel, including God as king, the reversal of human 
power structures and God’s sovereign presence and 
power. 

Hannah made a vow to dedicate the boy to the Lord, and 
so he grew up at the temple with Eli the priest and his 
household. Eli’s sons were corrupt and used their 
position to gain for themselves at the expense of others. 
Though Eli knew this was wrong he was weak and unable 
to stop it. Yet in the midst of this, God spoke to Samuel 
as a boy and called him, and also announced his 
judgment on Eli’s house. Again, we see the themes of 
rejection and election go hand in hand. 

As judge, we see Samuel follow the pattern of some of 
the better examples from the book of Judges. He called 
the people away from idols and back to God. He 
gathered and led them in prayer, fasting and repentance. 
He also saw the Lord miraculously deliver his people 
from a Philistine attack. 

Does the System of Judges work? 

• The refrain in Judges (17:6, 18:1, 21:25)

• Setting the stage for something more permanent 
– God’s anointed king (1 Sam 2:10,35)

• Provision in the law for a king (Deut. 17:14-20)

• COUNTERPOINT – We have seen with Eli’s sons 
and then again with Samuel’s sons (1 Sam 8:1-3) 
the problem with hereditary rule.

The People Want a King

In 1 Samuel 8, the people asked Samuel to appoint a 
king. Whilst this was not inherently wrong and 
might solve the problems of the system of judges, 
the motive was to ‘be like the other nations.’ It was 
a rejection of God’s rule. 

Nevertheless, God agreed to their request.
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The First King - Saul

In 1 Samuel 9 we are introduced to Saul, who at first 
glance fits the profile of what a ‘king like the 
nations’ should be. He is tall and handsome, but 
there is also a warning flag for those who know the 
story of Judges – he is described as a man of valour
from Benjamin (see Judges 20:44-46)!

We are then given a seemingly tangential story 
about Saul being sent to find his father’s donkeys 
(which he is not able to do – a bad sign for a man 
about to rule a nation) and whilst they were out, his 
servant persuaded him to meet Samuel, who 
anointed him and told him that he will be king. 

When the time came to officially crown the king, 
Samuel gathered all the people and cast lots by 
tribe, clan and family and Saul was chosen, but he 
was not there. He had been hiding in the baggage!
The story that began with some missing donkeys
ended up with a missing king. 

In light of this, it is hard to avoid seeing the irony of 
Samuel’s words of 1 Sam 10:24, “Do you see him 
who the Lord has chosen? There is none like him 
among the people.”

Over the next few chapters, we see Saul’s reign as one 
characterized by military success and theological failure. 

He won key victories over the Ammonites and others, and 
after a time of being beaten down and hiding (which 
seems to be a theme) from the Philistines, Saul’s son 
Jonathan and his armour bearer won the victory. 

Nevertheless, Saul displayed arrogance in his approach to 
God. He chose to conduct a sacrifice himself when 
Samuel was late, despite not being consecrated as a 
priest. He made a vow that would have resulted in 
Jonathan’s death until the people ransomed him back, 
and he chose not to comply with God’s instruction to put 
to destruction the spoils of war, but instead kept the nice 
bits (and when confronted claimed it was to sacrifice). 

Saul seems to view God as somebody to control and 
manipulate to get the results he desires rather than 
someone to love, worship and enjoy. In the end, God 
rejected Saul as king and his Spirit departs from him.  

“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the 

Lord?” Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to listen than the fat of rams.” 

(1 Samuel 15:22)
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David Anointed But Saul Remains

In the remainder of 1 Samuel we are in the awkward 
position of Saul being rejected and a new king – David –
anointed, but Saul still sits on the throne. 

At the time Samuel anoints David, he doesn’t seem an 
obvious choice. He was a young boy out keeping the 
sheep and was overlooked even by his own father, who 
assumed his older brothers would be more likely 
candidates as they had height and stature like Saul. 
However, this time the king would not be decided by 
human metrics but by the Lord who saw the heart. David 
was chosen and God put his Spirit upon him.

Saul became jealous of David’s popularity and 
began to see him as a threat to his reign. In 1 Samuel 
19 and 20 we see several attempts by Saul to have 
David killed, but each time David is able to escape 
with the help of Jonathan and Michal.

David has to flee, and finds himself pursued by Saul 
and his men. He ends up getting supplies from the 
temple (by lying to the priest), trying to hide 
amongst the Philistines by pretending to be mad 
(but getting kicked out) and gathering an unlikely 
army of misfits in a cave. He also finds time to save 
Israel from a Philistine attack that Saul had ignored.

Along the way, David is presented with two 
opportunities to kill Saul – one where Saul happens 
into a cave where David was hiding and the other as 
David snuck into Saul’s war camp. Both times he 
does not takes the opportunity, having learned that 
using violence to speed God’s purposes cannot be
justified (a lesson reinforced in his encounter with 
Abigail in chapter 25).

By the end of the book David is hiding with the 
Philistines, who now plan to attack Israel presenting 
David a problem. Saul meanwhile has sought occult 
guidance and had God’s judgement pronounced on 
him, and he and Jonathan both die in battle. 

“For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks 
on the outward appearance but the Lord looks 

on the heart.” 
(1 Samuel 16:7)

David quickly emerged as a key figure in the nation, 
ministering to Saul and finding favour (ch.16), saving the 
people in battle – which should have been Saul’s job 
(ch.17), befriending Saul’s son, Jonathan (ch.18), becoming 
a national hero (ch.18) and marrying Saul’s daughter, 
Michal (ch.18). 
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David’s Reign Established

On hearing of the deaths of Saul and Jonathan, 
David grieved for them (and had the Amalekite who 
claimed to have killed Saul executed, as despite 
everything Saul was still the Lord’s anointed). 

There was then a dispute over the throne. David was 
crowned at Hebron over Judah, but Ish-Bosheth
(Saul's remaining son) was crowned over the other 
tribes. The question for this new monarchy was 
whether God’s anointing was the key to kingship or 
merely dynastic succession. 

David’s challenges then were winning the loyalty of 
the north and solving the problem of Ish-Bosheth. 
This latter problem was taken out of David’s hands 
as some men took upon themselves to have Ish-
Bosheth killed, thinking that David would be 
pleased. He was not pleased however and ordered 
that the men who did should be executed. 

Nevertheless, the result of this was that David was 
established as king over the whole land. He won 
some military victories over the Philistines and in 
particular captured the city of Jerusalem, which he 
made his capital city.

Pause and Discuss
The Story of the Ark

As well as the story of human leaders of Israel, 1&2 
Samuel also tell the story of the ark of the covenant.

Read the following verses to get the jist of the story 
of the ark:

• 1 Sam. 4:1-4
• 1 Sam. 4:10-11
• 1 Sam. 5
• 1 Sam 6:1-2
• 1 Sam 6:10-14
• 1 Sam 6:19-7:2
• 2 Sam 6:1-15

How does what we see in these passages contrast 
with the rest of the story of 1&2 Samuel that we have 
seen so far?

What was wrong (and right) with the attitude 
shown towards the ark in different passages here? 
How does this challenge the way we might 
sometimes be tempted to relate to God?
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The Golden Age of David

In chapters 6-10 of 2 Samuel, we see David established as 
king and reigning well. The ark of the covenant had been 
returned to Israel and David had the desire to build a 
temple as a permanent dwelling place for the presence of 
God. 

This was a good desire, but God said to David that as he 
had been a man of war, he was the wrong man for the job
and it would be his son who would eventually do it. God 
then promised David a son who would reign on his throne 
forever. Some aspects of this promise seem to be 
eventually fulfilled in Solomon, but there are other parts of 
it that point beyond Solomon to a bigger fulfilment.

In chapter 8, more military victories are recorded, and it is 
notable that at this point the land controlled by Israel 
matches exactly what was promised to Abraham in Genesis 
15:18-21. 

Review – How are things going at this point?

Things Go Wrong

Having seemed like everything was going as well 
as can be, David’s story took a drastic turn in 2 
Samuel 11. From this moment on things start to go 
wrong in his reign, and it can all be traced back to 
a particular sin. 

When the kings would typically lead their men in 
war, David abdicated this responsibility and 
remained in Jerusalem. Whilst there, he noticed 
Bathsheba the wife of one of his soldiers and sent 
for her and raped her. She became pregnant and 
David attempted to cover up his sin, but when this 
didn’t work, he had her husband Uriah killed and 
married her himself. No wonder 2 Samuel 11:27 
says, “But the thing that David had done 
displeased the Lord.”

The prophet Nathan confronted David about his 
sin, and to his credit David repented (Psalm 51 is 
written in light of this event), but the 
consequences of this sin still plagued the rest of 
David’s reign. 

The child that Bathsheba bore died, though 
eventually David and Bathsheba had another son –
Solomon. 
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As part of Nathan’s confrontation of David about his sin, he 
announced a judgement from God. “Now therefore the 
sword shall never depart from your house, because you 
have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the
Hittite to be your wife.” (2 Sam. 12:10)

Over the next chapters we see this play out. David’s son 
Amnon raped his half-sister Tamar, and when David didn’t 
do anything about it (because he was guilty of a similar 
crime himself?), Tamar’s brother Absalom has Amnon killed 
and then fled. 

Eventually Absalom was allowed to return from exile, and 
though there was something of a reconciliation with his 
father, he started stirring up public opinion against David 
and eventually had himself declared king. David had to flee 
Jerusalem and Absalom moved into David’s palace and 
slept with all David’s concubines on the roof (the same 
roof where David was when he sent for Bathsheba). 

Absalom died in battle, and again David grieved the loss of 
an enemy who he still cared about. Now the people had 
turned against David in favour of Absalom, the question 
was whether David can be restored? David worked hard 
towards this, particularly in Judah and by the end of the 
book we seem to be back to business as usual (with 
another sin and judgement recorded in the very last 
chapter – we are not yet where we need to be!)

Review – How are things going at this point?

Pause and Discuss
Weakness and Power

Read Mark 10:43-45

How do we see this teaching of Jesus play out in 
the different characters that we have met in 1 and 2 
Samuel?

What do we think are some of the implications of
this for Christian leadership?
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1 & 2 Kings 
The books of Kings tell the story of Israel from the
perspective of the monarchy. Beginning with David’s 
successor, Solomon, and following through the lines 
of kings in Judah and Israel after the split in the 
kingdom, we see patterns of idolatry and 
disobedience embedded (with the occasional king of 
Judah leading the people back to God).

After receiving and ignoring many warnings through 
the prophets, initially the northern kingdom but then 
also the southern kingdom as well end up conquered 
by foreign powers and the people carried into exile.

“The fall of Jerusalem to Babylon in 586 B.C. raised several 
questions: Was Israel’s God not in fact in control of history, as 
Moses had claimed? If the God of Moses did exist, and was good 
and all-powerful, how was it that God’s chosen city and temple 
had been destroyed, and his chosen royal family had all but come 
to its end?

The books of Kings respond to such questions, explaining why 
Israel was defeated. Israel’s God is indeed in control of nature and 
history. There are no other true gods anywhere. It is this good 
and all-powerful God who has overseen the destruction of his 
chosen city and his temple, and Israel’s exile to Babylon. Israel’s 
sin has caused these punishments.” (ESV Study Bible)

Solomon
As David was drawing to the end of his life, the question of 
succession became key. His oldest living son, Adonijah, 
made a claim for the throne, but David made it clear that 
Solomon would be his chosen heir and Solomon quickly 
became established on the throne. 

Right from the beginning, Solomon’s reign lacked David’s 
whole-hearted devotion and was filled with compromise. 
He married Pharaoh’s daughter (despite God’s command) 
and initially prioritized building his own palace before the 
temple. He also enlisted his own people in forced labour,
despite the commands of Deuteronomy.

On the other hand, when God allowed him to make any 
request, he asked for wisdom to rule well, and this pleased 
God. The very high point of his reign was the construction 
of the temple. 

Overall, Solomon was very impressive by human standards. 
He was wealthy and flashy, and impressed foreign 
dignitaries like the Queen of Sheba. 

However, Solomon’s heart was turned away from the Lord 
to foreign women and foreign gods. In judgement on his 
sin, most of the kingdom was to be taken away from his 
line but for David’s sake one tribe would remain. 
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The Kingdom Divided

Before Solomon died, the prophet Ahijah met with 
Jeroboam (one of Solomon’s officials) on the road 
and tore his garment into twelve pieces, giving ten 
to Jeroboam signifying that God would be giving 
ten of the tribes of Israel into his hand, with just 
Judah staying with Solomon’s descendants (the 
twelfth – Benjamin – had been almost wiped out in 
the days of the judges).

Following Solomon’s death, he was succeeded by
Rehoboam, who was advised by older counsellors to
make the burden on people lighter but instead 
listened to younger advisors who urged him to be 
even harder on the people than his father was. This
led to a split in the kingdom, and the ten northern 
tribes making Jeroboam their king, just as Ahijah
had prophesied. 

For much of the rest of 1&2 kings we trace the 
different monarchs who ruled the northern kingdom 
(Israel) and the southern kingdom (Judah). In most 
cases we are limited to a brief biography of when 
the king reigned, their age on taking the throne, 
their predecessors and successors, and a verdict on 
the moral and spiritual quality of their reign. 

Pause and Discuss
The Temple

Skim through Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of 
the temple in 1 Kings 8:22-53. 

Based on this prayer, how would you summarise the 
purpose of the temple?

What do we see from the kings’ actions in the 
following verses with regards to the temple:

• 1 Kings 15:18-19, 2 Kings 12:17-18, 2 Kings 16:7-9

• 1 Kings 15:14, 1 Kings 22:43, 2 Kings 12:3, etc.

• 2 Kings 19:1
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The Kings of Judah (the Southern Kingdom)

David’s Dynasty

922BC-915BC Rehoboam
(1 Kings 12-14)

Bad

915BC-913BC Abijam
(1 Kings 15:1-8)

Bad

913BC-873BC Asa
(1 Kings 15:9-24)

Quite 
Good

- Reforming king whose heart was for God. 
- Didn’t remove the high places. 

873BC-849BC Jehoshaphat
(1 Kings 22:41-50)

Quite 
Good

The Kings of Israel (the Northern Kingdom)

Jeroboam’s Dynasty

922BC-901BC Jeroboam I
(1 Kings 12-14)

Very Bad - The prototypical bad king (12:26-29).
- The anti-David.

901BC-900BC Nadab
(1 Kings 15:25-31)

Bad

Baasha’s Dynasty

900BC-877BC Baasha
(1 Kings 15:33-6:7)

Bad - Overthrew Nadab.

877BC-876BC Elah
(1 Kings 16:8-14)

Bad - Got drunk and was killed by his servant.

Zimri’s Dynasty

876BC Zimri
(1 Kings 16:15-20)

Bad - Weak king. Only ruled for seven days.
- The people chose Omri over him.

Omri’s Dynasty

876BC-869BC Omri
(1 Kings 16:21-28)

Very Bad - Initially has a rival for the throne (Tibni) 
but won out. 
- Built Samaria.
- Did more evil than all before him (v.26).

869BC-850BC Ahab
(1 Kings 16:29-34)

Very Bad - Did more evil than all before him (v.30).
- Married Jezebel. 
- Built an altar to Baal and an Asherah.
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The Kings of Judah (the Southern Kingdom)

David’s Dynasty (cont.)

849BC-842BC Jehoram
(2 Kings 8:16-24)

Bad

842BC Ahaziah
(2 Kings 8:25-29)

Bad - Great Grandson (on maternal side) of 
Omri.

842BC-837BC Queen 
Athaliah
(2 Kings 11:1-3)

Bad - Ahaziah’s mum. 
- Following her son’s death, she killed the 
rest of the Royal family and took the 
throne.

837BC-800BC Joash
(2 Kings 11:4-
12:21)

Good - Ahaziah’s son, rescued and hidden from 
Athaliah by his aunt. 
- Became king aged 7.
- Led people to renew covenant with God 
and temple was repaired.
- Still didn’t remove high places.
- Was assassinated.

800BC-783BC Amaziah
(2 Kings 14:1-22)

Quite 
Good

- Kept the status quo that his dad 
established.

783BC-742BC Azariah 
(Uzziah)
(2 Kings 15:1-7)

Quite 
Good

- Had leprosy so his son Jotham ruled as 
regent.

The Kings of Israel (the Northern Kingdom)

Omri’s Dynasty (cont.)

850BC-849BC Ahaziah
(1 Kings 21:51-53)

Bad

849BC-842BC Jehoram
(2 Kings 3:1-3)

Quite 
Bad

Jehu’s Dynasty

842BC-815BC Jehu
(2 Kings 9-10)

Mixed 
Bag

- Anointed by Elisha.
- Assassinated Jehoram of Israel and 
Azariah of Judah.
- Destroyed Jezebel and the false prophets 
(God commended this).
- Did NOT turn from sins of Jeroboam.

815BC-801BC Jehoahaz
(2 Kings 13:1-9)

Bad

801BC-786BC Jehoash
(2 Kings 13:10-13)

Bad

786BC-746BC Jeroboam II
(2 Kings 14:23-28)

Bad - Most materially successful of all the 
kings.

746BC Zechariah
(2 Kings 15:8-12)

Bad

Shallum’s Dynasty

745BC Shallum
(2 Kings 15:13-16)

Bad - Killed the old king and took the throne. 
- Only reigned for one month.

Notes by Tom O’Toole – More content from School of Theology can be found on www.thebroadcastnetwork.org



The Kings of Judah (the Southern Kingdom)

David’s Dynasty (cont.)

742BC-735BC Jotham
(2 Kings 15:32-38)

Quite 
Good

735BC-715BC Ahaz
(2 Kings 16)

Bad - Walked in the ways of the kings of Israel. 
- Burned his children as sacrifices. 
- Built a foreign altar in the temple.

715BC-687BC Hezekiah
(2 Kings 18-20)

Good - Removed the high places.
- The first king (recorded) to pray in the 
Temple!

697BC-642BC Manasseh 
(2 Kings 21:1-18)

Bad - First ten years as co-regent with his 
father.
- Rebuilt the high places.

642BC-640BC Amon
(2 Kings 21:19-26)

Bad - Was assassinated by his servants.

640BC-609BC Josiah
(2 Kings 22:1-
23:30)

Very 
Good

- Became king aged 8.
- Repaired the temple.
- Found and read the book of the law.
- Led national repentance and reform.
- Reinstated Passover.
- Glowing review in 23:26.

The Kings of Israel (the Northern Kingdom)

Mehanem’s Dynasty

745BC-738BC Mehanem
(1 Kings 21:51-53)

Bad - Killed Shallum and took the kingdom with 
violence and brutality.

738BC-737BC Pekahiah
(2 Kings 15:23-26)

Bad

Pekah’ Dynasty

737BC-732BC Pekah
(2 Kings 15;27-31)

Bad - Killed the old king and took the throne.

Hoshea’s Dynasty

732BC-722BC Hoshea
(2 Kings 17)

Quite 
Bad

- The last king of the northern kingdom.

The Northern Kingdom Falls
By the end of 2 Kings 17, the Assyrians have captured 
Samaria and carried the people away. We are left in  
no doubt that this is the Lord’s judgement on them 
for their persistent idolatry. 

The people resettled and adopted a half-faith, fearing 
God but also serving the carved images of the 
nations, and eventually became the Samaritans that 
we see in the New Testament. 
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The Kings of Judah (the Southern Kingdom)

David’s Dynasty (cont.)

609BC Jehoahaz
(2 Kings 23:31-34)

Bad - Captured by Pharaoh

609BC-598BC Jehoiakim
(2 Kings 23:34-
24:7)

Bad - Installed as puppet king by Pharaoh.

598BC Jehoiachin
(2 Kings 24:8-9)

Bad - Jerusalem was captured during his brief 
reign.

697BC-587BC Manasseh 
(2 Kings 24:18-20)

Bad - Installed as king by the Babylonians.
- Rose up and rebelled against them.

The Southern Kingdom Falls

Though Judah had more good kings mixed in 
amongst the bad than Israel did, it too had failed to 
heed God’s warnings against idolatry, and it too was 
conquered – this time by the Babylonians. 

The city (and the temple) were destroyed, the 
treasures were taken and all the skilled workers and 
cultural elites were carried off into exile, with only the 
poor remaining in city. 

Pause and Discuss
The Prophets

At this time, God sent prophets to warn his people (and 
particularly the kings). Read (or skim) the following 
passages and see what you notice about the role the 
prophets played in these books:

• 1 Kings 12:24, 
• 1 Kings 14:12,17
• 1 Kings 17:1 & 18:41-45
• 1 Kings 18:17-40
• 1 Kings 21:17-19 & 22:37-38
• 2 Kings 9:6-7 & 10:16-17

What can we learn from this about who is really driving 
the narrative of this book?

Review – How are things going at this point?
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1 & 2 Chronicles 
1 and 2 Chronicles are books that focus on much of 
the same ground as the books of Samuel and Kings, 
but the story is told in a different way and for a 
different purpose (in a similar way to how Matthew, 
Mark and Luke contain a lot of the same material but 
are each telling the story in a particular way and for a 
particularly reason).

Most notably, Chronicles was composed once the 
people had returned from exile and was an attempt to 
wrestle with some of the theological questions that 
were brought out by those particular circumstances?

“First and Second Chronicles is in large part a retelling of the 
story you read in the books of 1-2 Samuel and 1-2 Kings. This is 
why the books often get overlooked, as readers assume it is just 
a repeat of what they already read. But this book is way, way 
more! The Chronicler was living at a time when the Jewish people 
had long resettled in Jerusalem after returning from the 
Babylonian exile. Things were okay (read Ezra-Nehemiah or 
Malachi for a flavor of daily life in this period), but there was a 
growing awareness that God’s ancient covenant promises to 
Abraham, Moses, and David, which were reaffirmed by the 
prophets, had not yet come to pass. They awaited a messianic 
king of Isaiah who would rebuild the temple and invite all the 
nations into God’s kingdom for an overview). But where was this 
new David?” (The Bible Project)

Further Reading
If you want some detailed commentaries, I would 
recommend the Apollos Old Testament Commentary 
series on Samuel (by David Firth) and Kings (by Lissa 
Wray Beale) and the Mentor commentary on Chronicles 
(by Richard Pratt). 

For something readable and applied, Dale Ralph Davis 
has books on 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings and 2 Kings in 
the ‘Focus on the Bible’ series.  

Where Now?

We will explore three areas of life that are perpendicular 
to the historical narrative.

• Worship (through the Psalms)
• Wisdom (through the Proverbs et al)
• Warnings (through the Prophets)

We will also pick up the story of God’s people in exile. 
How will they live in a foreign land? Will they ever come 
back to the land God had given them? And how will God 
make this people who are ‘prone to wander’ into his 
obedient covenant people?
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