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John’s Gospel

John vs Synoptic Gospels

• John leaves out a lot of material found in the 
synoptics. 

• John also includes a lot of material not 
mentioned in the synoptics.

• There is a different geographic focus in John. 

• The teaching John records is very different in 
style to this synoptics.

What to Make of This?

• John has been selective from a wide range of 
material.

• John wrote after the synoptics.

• John has a specific missiological purpose. 

Who Wrote John’s Gospel and When?

• “The disciple whom Jesus loved.” 
(13:23, 19:26-27, 20:2-9: 21:20-24)

• The early tradition has this as John – and the 
evidence is strong!

• The precise date is unknown. Between 65AD 
and 95AD seems most likely. 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 

the disciples, which are not written in the book; but 

these are written so that you may believe that Jesus 

is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 

you may have life in his name. – John 20:30-31
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John’s Gospel

Some Major Themes in John

• Seven ‘signs’ of Jesus’ identity.

• Seven ‘witnesses’ to Jesus’ identity

• Seven ‘I AM’ statements affirming Jesus’ identity

• Jesus’ unique relationship as ‘Son’ of the ‘Father’

• The person of the Holy Spirit

• The ‘hour’ of Jesus’ glorification

Structure of John

Prologue John 1:1-18

Book of Jesus’ Signs John 1:19-12:50

Chapters 11-12 form a bridge between the two sections

Book of Jesus’ Glory John 11:1-:20:31

Epilogue John 21:1-30

Titles of Jesus in John e.g. verse

Son of God John 1:34

Son of Man John 1:51

Rabbi/Teacher John 1:38

Messiah/Christ John 1:41

Lamb of God John 1:29

I AM John 8:58

King of Israel/King of the Jews John 1:49

The Word John 1:1

God John 1:1

The Saviour of the World John 4:42

The Holy One of God John 6:68

Lord John 11:32-35

Session by Tom O’Toole, School of Theology, 2022



Prologue - John 1:1-18
John begins his gospel by deliberately echoing the start of Genesis. 

What links can you find between Genesis 1 and John 1:18? What does John add to the Genesis account?

Why do you think John starts his gospel in this way?
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Prologue - John 1:1-18

Theme Verses in Prologue Verses Elsewhere in John

John 17:5

John 5:26

John 8:12

John 3:19

John 12:46

John 4:44

John 3:6

John 12:41

John 3:16

John 14:6

John 6:46

“The prologue is a foyer to to the rest of the Fourth Gospel (as John’s Gospel is often called), 
simultaneously drawing the reader in and introducing the major themes.” (D.A. Carson)
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Prologue - John 1:1-18

Life (1:4)

3:15-16, 3:36, 4:14, 4:36; 5:21-29, 
5:39-40, 6:27-54, 6:63-68, 8:12, 

10:10-28, 11:25, 12:25, 12:50, 13:37-38, 
14:6, 15:13, 17:2-3, 20:31

The word John uses for ‘life’ 
is not the same as the word 
usually used for biological 
life (bios) or the inner life 
(psuche), but it refers to the 
unique, uncreated life of 
God. Through John’s gospel 
we see that the Father and 
Son have this life in 
themselves, and that the 
reason Jesus came was to 
give this life to us as we 
come to him. 

I came that they may 
have life and have it 

abundantly. 
(John 10:10)

John uses his prologue to set up some of the big themes of his gospel.

Glory (1:14)

2:11, 5:41-44, 7:18, 7:39, 8:5-54, 11:4, 
11:40, 12:16, 12:23, 12:28, 12:41-43, 
13:31-32, 14:13, 15:8, 16:14, 17:1-4, 

17:22-24

Glory speaks of the manifest 
majesty of God. Through 
John, Jesus encounters 
those who are more 
impressed with the praise of 
man than the glory of the 
Father. By contrast, the 
Father glorifies the Son and 
the Son glorifies the Father, 
and this glory is seen most 
clearly at the cross. Jesus 
came to show and to share 
this glory with us.

The glory that you have 
given me, I have given 
to them, that they may 
be one even as we are 

one. (John 17:22)

Light/Darkness 
(1:4-10)

3:19-21, 5:35, 8:12, 9:5, 11:9-10, 12:35-
36, 12:46

The image of bringing life to 
darkness runs throughout 
John’s account of Jesus’ 
ministry. It is a stark image 
speaking of transition from a 
time of ignorance to a time 
where truth has been 
revealed. With this comes a 
moral element too. Those 
who love the darkness hate 
the light because it exposes 
what they are.

I have come into the 
world as light, so that 

whoever believes in me 
may not remain in 

darkness. 
(John 12:46)

Truth (1:14,17)

4:23-24, 5:33, 8:32, 8:40-46, 14:6, 
14:17, 15:26, 16:13, 17:8, 17:17-19, 18:37-

38, 19:35 

In John’s gospel, truth refers 
to the true revelation about 
God. This revelation comes 
through Christ, and it’s
veracity is established 
through signs, through 
witnesses and through 
Christ’s own testimony. 

... I have come into the 
world – to bear witness 
to the truth. Everyone 

who is of the truth 
listens to my voice.  

(John 18:38)
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Exhibit A: Seven Signs

Sign What does it show us about the person 
and work of Jesus?

OT Links?

Water Into Wine 
(2:1-11)

Healing the Official’s Son 
(4:46-54)

The Paralysed Man
(5:1-9)

Feeding the Multitude 
(6:1-13)

Walking on Water
(6:15-21)

Healing the Blind Man
(9:1-7)

Raising Lazarus
(11:38-44)

BUT there is a danger of being too enamoured by the signs and not looking at where they are pointing us. (2:23-25, 4:48, 6:26)

The signs in John are actions performed by Jesus that point beyond themselves to reveal something of his person and work.
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Exhibit B: Seven Witnesses

Witness Verse Where do we see their testimony in John?

John presents seven witnesses to corroborate the testimony he is giving about Jesus. All of these witnesses 
are mentioned in John 5:30-41 or 15:26-27. Pick out who or what these witnesses are. When you have done 

so, try to pick out where you see the testimony of each of these witnesses through John’s gospel. 
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Exhibit C: Seven Statements
Significance of ‘I AM’

John 8:52-59

“Jesus’ use of the 
absolutely “I am” (egō
eimi) seems to be an 
allusion to the burning 
bush episode in Exodus 3, 
where Yahweh tells Moses 
that his divine name it “I 
am who I am” (meaning 
“the self-existent one” 
and a play on the divine 
name Yahweh).” 

(Mark L Strauss)

Seven Easter Eggs

John 4:26
John 6:19-20
John 8:24
John 8:28
John 8:58
John 13:19
John 18:6-8 (3x)

‘I AM’ Statement Verse

I AM the bread of life John 6:35

I AM the light of the 
world

John 8:12, 9:5

I AM the door John 10:7

I AM the good 
shepherd

John 10:14

I AM the resurrection 
and the life

John 11:25

I AM the way, the 
truth and the life

John 14:6

I AM the true vine John 15:1, 5
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Book of Signs (ch.11-21)

The Lazarus 
Problem

The Farewell 
Discourse

The Passion 
Narrative

Resurrection 
and 

Epilogue

Chapters 11-12

The raising of Lazarus 
from the dead created a 
particular problem for the 
religious leaders. 

There was now, just a 
stone’s throw from 
Jerusalem, walking proof 
of the power of Jesus. 

This accelerated their 
schemes, and they 
determined to have Jesus 
killed (and if possible 
Lazarus too). 

It is at this point that 
Jesus knew that the hour 
for his ‘glorification’ (the 
cross) had come.

Chapters 13-17

One of the unique 
features of John’s gospel 
is an extensive account of 
what Jesus spoke to the 
disciples about on the last 
night before he went to 
the cross. 

This is a personal and 
intimate account that 
includes content that is 
not found in any other 
gospel, such as Jesus 
washing the feet of the 
disciples, teaching on the 
person of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching on how believers 
are to relate to the world  
and the high priestly 
prayer. 

Chapters 18-19

The passion narrative is 
John’s account of the 
cross, and (for obvious 
reasons) covers the same 
main events as the 
synoptics – the betrayal 
and arrest, the trial, 
Peter’s denial and the 
cross itself. 

The details that John 
shares are different, and 
include a fuller account of 
the conversation with 
Pilate plus some precious 
personal memories from 
the cross from a man who 
was physically present 
there with Mary at the 
time. 

Chapters 20-21

John’s telling of the 
resurrection account 
contains some personal 
stories of how different 
disciples met with the 
risen Christ.

These include Mary 
Magdalene (a picture of 
how we are to respond to 
the risen Christ), Thomas 
(an encouragement for us 
to believe even when we 
don’t see with our own 
eyes) and Peter (a 
beautiful picture of 
redemption and 
restoration over breakfast 
on the beach). 
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