
1 & 2 Corinthians



Timeline of Paul & The Corinthians

49AD Council of Jerusalem

51-52AD Paul in Corinth

52-53AD First letter (unpreserved) – See 1 Cor 5:9

53AD Corinthian response – See 1 Cor 7:1

54AD Second letter (1 Corinthians)

54-55AD Corinthians response – Paul dodges Corinth 

55AD Third Letter (2 Corinthians)

Paul & Corinth

Mission to Corinth

• Part of Paul’s second missionary journey.  

• The story of planting the church is told in Acts 
18:1-18. It includes an encouraging vision from 
Jesus as well as intense opposition. 

• After 18 months Paul left Corinth, leaving 
behind a fledgling but immature church. 

• Paul continued to support and teach this 
church from a distance through letters.  

RESPONSES 
Now concerning 
the matters about 
which you wrote: ... 
– 1 Cor 7:1
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**Note 2 Cor 2:3-4 and 7:8 refer to a severe letter. Some scholars think this 

is an additional letter written between 1 and 2 Corinthians.

QUOTATIONS/ALLUSIONS (marked and unmarked?) 
“All things are lawful to me,” but not all things are beneficial ... – 1 
Cor 6:12 

Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Quite 
apart from us you have become kings! Indeed I wish you had 
become kings, so that we might be kings with you! – 1 Cor 4:8 

SARCASM 
A wife is bound as long as her 
husband lives. But if her husband 
dies, she is free to marry anyone she 
wishes, only in the Lord. But in my 
judgment she is more blessed if she 
remains as she is. And I think that I 
too have the Spirit of God. – 1 Cor 
7:39-40

Some features 
to look for



Corinth as a City
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A Cosmopolitan City

A Start-Up City

A Busy City

A Wealthy City (for some)

A Status-Obsessed City

A Pluralistic City

A Creative City

An Addicted City

A Promiscuous City



1 Corinthians – Structure & Intro

Structure of 1 Corinthians: Five Main Blocks

Greeting and Introduction (1:1-9)

Christian Unity & 
The Cross  

(1:10-4:21) 

The Church & 
Relationships 

(5:1-7:40) 

The Church In the 
Culture 

(8:1-11:1)

Gathered Worship 

(11:2-14:40)

Christ’s 
Resurrection & 

Ours 

(15:1-58)

Personal Business and Final Greetings (16:1-24)
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Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-9. What does Paul think of the Corinthian church?



The Cross & Christian Unity 

Misconception Paul’s Response

1 Cor 1:15

1:13-17 

1 Cor 1:18

1:18-31 

1 Cor 2:1

1 Cor 2:1-16 

1 Cor 3:4

1 Cor 3:1-15 

1 Cor 4:8

1 Cor 4:1-13 
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Presenting Issue (1:10-12)

•
There is division amongst the Corinthian believers. Groups 
are forming around different leaders who people in the 
church identify with: Paul, Apollos, Cephas and Christ   

What can the church today learn from this section?

Old Testament Quotes

•
There are six Old Testament quotes in this section and all are 
driving at the same point – that God’s wisdom is superior to 
human wisdom! 

1:19, 1:31, 2:9, 2:16, 3:19, 3:20 



The Church & Relationships

Presenting issue 1

A man is having an 
affair with his father’s 
wife.

Applications for usWhat have they missed? The solution

Session by Tom O’Toole, School of Theology, 2023

Presenting issue 3

People are committing 
sexual immorality with 
temple prostitutes.

Applications for usWhat have they missed? The solution

Presenting issue 2

The believers are taking 
each other to court.

Applications for usWhat have they missed? The solution
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Marriage & Singleness

Verses Who do they address? What do they teach?

1 Cor 7:1-5 Married people

1 Cor 7:6-9 ‘Demarried’ (ἀγάµοις) and 
widows 

1 Cor 7:10-16 Believers married to 
unbelievers

1 Cor 7:17-24 Slaves/free people, 
circumcised/uncircumcised

1 Cor 7:25-35 Single people (never been 
married)

1 Cor 7:36-38 Engaged people

1 Cor 7:39-40 Widows
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The Church In the Culture
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How do we handle moral 
questions in the ‘grey areas’ 

In Corinth, the big question was about 
whether it was okay for Christians to eat 

meat that had been offered to idols.  

The Jerusalem Accord (Acts 15:19-21) might 
have sounded like a good idea in Jerusalem, 

but in Corinth it was much less practical.

1. The Principle of 
Freedom 
(1 Cor 8:1-6) 

Is this something that is 
inherently right and 

wrong, or is there some 
degree of freedom 

about it?

5. The Principle of 
Mission 

(1 Cor 10:23-30) 

How will your actions in 
this serve the cause of 
the gospel with non-

Christians around you?

2. The Principle 
of Conscience 

(1 Cor 8:7) 

Would doing (or not 
doing) this go against 

your conscience?

3. The Principle 
of Love 

(1 Cor 8:8-13) 

How would it affect 
other people if you 
do or don’t do it?

4. The Principle 
of Trajectory 

(1 Cor 10:1-22) 

If you make this 
choice, what other 
things might it lead 

to?

So, whether you 
eat or drink, or 
whatever you 
do, do 
everything for 
the glory of 
God. – 1 Cor 
10:31

In chapter 9, we see these principles illustrated in Paul’s own choice to be 
financially self-supportive during his time ministering in Corinth.



A Challenging Passage
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1 Corinthians 11:2-16

2 I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the 

traditions just as I handed them on to you. 3 But I want you to understand that 

Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of the woman, and God 

is the head of Christ. 4 Any man who prays or prophesies with something on his 

head shames his head, 5 but any woman who prays or prophesies with her head 

unveiled shames her head—it is one and the same thing as having her head 

shaved. 6 For if a woman will not veil herself, then she should cut off her hair, but 

if it is shameful for a woman to have her hair cut off or to be shaved, she should 

wear a veil. 7 For a man ought not to have his head veiled, since he is the image 

and reflection of God, but woman is the reflection of man. 8 Indeed, man was not 

made from woman but woman from man. 9 Neither was man created for the sake 

of woman but woman for the sake of man. 10 For this reason a woman ought to 

have authority over her head, because of the angels. 11 Nevertheless, in the Lord 

woman is not independent of man or man independent of woman. 12 For just as 

woman came from man, so man comes through woman, but all things come from 

God. 13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her 

head unveiled? 14 Does not nature itself teach you that, if a man wears long hair, it 

is dishonoring to him, 15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is 

given to her for a covering. 16 But if anyone is disposed to be contentious—we 

have no such custom, nor do the churches of God.

What ‘problems’ do you see in this 

passage? 

What might be going on here?



Gathered Worship Issues
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Abuse of Communion 

(11:17-34)

When the church gathered 

together to celebrate the Lord’s 

supper (as a meal), wealthier 

believers arrived early and 

consumed all the food and 

wine, leaving none for the poor.

Abuse of Spiritual Gifts 

(12:1-31)

The Corinthian believers were 

treating spiritual gifts as status 

symbols, and would sometimes 

look down on others (or 

themselves) if their gifts didn’t 

seem as important as others.

Deep Dive On Two Gifts (1 Cor 14)

Prophecy Tongues
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?See the church as the body of Christ and treat every part of it 

with honour.  
(1 Cor 11:29, 33-34 & 1 Cor 12:12, 22-26) 

See love as the ‘more excellent way’ that guides how you 

relate to one another. 
(1 Cor 13)
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Christ’s Resurrection
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Christ’s Resurrection (1 Cor 15:3-11) How Does It Answer… ?

3For I handed on to you as of first importance 

what I in turn had received: that Christ died for 

our sins in accordance with the 

scriptures 4 and that he was buried and that he 

was raised on the third day in accordance with 

the scriptures 5and that he appeared to 

Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared 

to more than five hundred brothers and sisters 

at one time, most of whom are still alive, 

though some have died. 7Then he appeared to 

James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as 

to one untimely born, he appeared also to 

me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to 

be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 

church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am 

what I am, and his grace toward me has not 

been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder 

than any of them, though it was not I but the 

grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it 

was I or they, so we proclaim and so you 

believed.

Swoon Theory (Jesus only 

passed out) 

(Verse 3)

Spiritual Resurrection Only (Verse 4)

Body Stolen (Verse 5)

Disciples Were Hallucinating (Verse 6)

Disciples Were Lying (Verse 7-8)



Christ’s Resurrection and Ours
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Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some 
of you say there is no resurrection of the dead? – 1 Cor 15:12

Why It Is Important (14-19) How It Works (20-28)

First Fruits 

Representative Headship 

Inevitable Victory 

How We Apply It Now (29-34)

  

  

  

The Resurrection Body (35-57)

Physical & Bodily Continuity & Discontinuity Dust & Glory

Therefore, my beloved, be 
steadfast, immovable, always 
excelling in the work of the 
Lord, because you know that 
in the Lord your labour is not 
in vain. – 1 Cor 15:58



2 Corinthians
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There was likely only around 18 months between Paul writing 1 & 2 Corinthians, but in the time the relationship had drastically deteriorated. The strong tone of the first 

letter had turned some against Paul, and a new group of false teachers (‘super-apostles’) had come into the city. This was different to the situation in 1 Corinthians 

where there were different leaders who shared the same ministry, and so Paul spends most of 2 Corinthians defending his ministry and denouncing the super-apostles 

(the main is exception is chapters 8-9, which focus on an offering for the poor in Jerusalem). 

Note down what each of these verses teaches about the nature of true Christian 
ministry as it highlights either Paul’s own practice or that of the super-apostles.

1:6-7 4:2 6:3 11:6

2:1-3 4:5 6:4-10 11:13-15

2:15-16 4:7 7:2 11:20

2:17 4:16 10:3-5 11:22-29

3:1-3 5:7 10:12-14 12:2-5 (The ‘person’ is himself)

3:5 5:12 10:15-16 12:9

3:6 5:18 11:4 12:13-18

What applications are there 
for church leadership and/

or ‘celebrity Christian’ 
culture today?


